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DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE STAFF REPORT 
  
Site:     15 MacArthur Street - Barn  
Case:      HPC 2019.055 
Applicant Name:   Sal Querusio 
Date of Application:   August 7, 2019 
Recommendation: Significant  
Hearing Date:    September 17, 2019 
 
 

 
I. Historical Association  

Historical Context: The wood barn at 15 Mac 
Arthur Street was constructed sometime before 
1895 on land belonging to Hattie A. Simpson, 
wife of Charles R. Simpson. Arthur Street was 
renamed to MacArthur Street after World War 
II in honor of General MacArthur. 

Charles R. Simpson was a veterinarian based 
in Charlestown. The Simpsons owned and 
lived at 15 Arthur Street from 1894 through 
1914 at which point it was sold to Erwin F. 
Schroeder, also a veterinarian. City Directories 
list Ellsworth Pockett, Timothy Reardon and 
Chipman Sears as hostlers associated with the 
property. The 1905 and 1906 City Directories state that Charles R. Simpson owned 3 horses that 
were stabled there. 

Erwin F. Schroeder went on to become a prominent veterinary surgeon and the head of the Angell 
Memorial Hospital through World War II. He patented a particular type of splint to stabilize 
animal’s joints which is still in use today. He was also the subject of numerous articles in the 
Boston Globe highlighting the needs and abilities of his charges. 

Lewis C. Tuttle and his wife were the next owners of 15 Arthur Street. He was a superintendent 
and foreman for one of the milk distribution companies that flourished in Somerville and 
Charlestown. The Tuttles owned the property from 1919 to 1941. 

Evolution of Site: 
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15 Arthur Street was platted before 1884 on land owned by Roberts and Ireland. In the 1950s, 
Route 28, McGrath Highway was enlarged with the demolition of the other side of the block and 
the next block over. This left the barn backing onto what is now five lanes of traffic. 

Architectural Description:  The circa1895 1 ½ story gable end barn with a small cross gable on 
the left side for the hay loft door and hoist. Modern doors replace the wagon door centered on the 
side of the building toward the house.  The end gables have double hung sash. The side of the 
building backing onto has also been altered. 

Summary: The building proposed for demolition is a circa 1895 barn. Barns and carriage houses 
were once common throughout the city for people who had businesses that could not be easily 
dealt with using the extensive streetcar system. In this case the owners were veterinarians. 
Charles R. Simpson may have cared for animals in the barn along with housing horses in the 
building. 

Findings on Historical Association 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next section. 

(a)  In accordance with the historic information obtained from Findings on Historical 
Association, which utilizes historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit 
research, and through an examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as 
Somerville Past and Present, Staff find the barn at 15 MacArthur Street to be importantly 
associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, 
political, economic or social history of the City or the Commonwealth.   

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, 
economic and social history of the City due to its use as a barn or carriage house and the pre- 
automotive era. It is also associated with Erwin F. Schroeder at the beginning of his career. 

 

II. Historical and Architectural Significance 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder 
of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). 

The period of significance for 15 MacArthur Street circa 1895 with its construction as a barn or 
carriage house attached to the house at the same address. 

Integrity 

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey 
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the 
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification 
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property 
to convey significance.  

a. Location:  The building has not been moved. 

b. Design:  The building appears to be a basic gable end barn with hoist and hayloft on the 
upper floor. Barn door openings on the façade complete the building.  

c. Materials:  The barn is constructed with wood. 

d. Alterations:  Barn doors and windows were replaced or blocked between 2008 and 2019. 
It also has new siding. 
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Evaluation of Integrity: The building retains all the characteristics as a barn through its form, 
massing, and openings. There have been no major alterations beyond the replacement of the 
doors and windows. The barn is typical of its time and location. 

Does the subject parcel represent an established and familiar visual feature of the 
neighborhood, community or region due to its singular physical characteristics or 
landscape? 

The building is extremely visible from McGrath Highway where it serves as a small 
landmark. The hayloft door is visible from MacArthur Street. 

Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous 
section.  

 (b)  In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect 
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as 
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff find 15 MacArthur 
Street Barn historically or architecturally significant.   

The subject barn is found historically and architecturally significant due to its method of building 
construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville.  

 

III. Recommendation 

Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit 
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires 
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance, 
conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance.  This report may be 
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional 
information provided to Staff or through further research. 

For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National 
Register or (B) at least 50 years old. 

The period of significance for 15 MacArthur Street circa 1895 with its construction as a barn or carriage 
house attached to the house at the same address. 

 (A)  The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National 
Register. 

      OR 

(B)  The structure, circa 1895 is at least 50 years old. 

AND 

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either 
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant.   

(a) In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic 
maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through 
an examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend 
that the Historic Preservation Commission find 9 Sunnyside Avenue Barn and 
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Garage importantly associated with one or more historic persons or events, or 
with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the 
City or the Commonwealth.   

The subject building is found importantly associated with the broad architectural, cultural, economic and 
social history of the City due to its use as a barn or carriage house and the pre- automotive era. It is also 
associated with Erwin F. Schroeder at the beginning of his career. 

      OR 

(b)  In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed 
architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, 
as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff recommend that the 
Historic Preservation Commission find 9 Sunnyside Avenue Barn and Garage 
historically and architecturally significant.   

The subject barn is found historically and architecturally significant due to its method of building 
construction and its association with pre-automotive Somerville.  

 

15 MacArthur Street 
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1884 Hopkins Plate 2 

1895 Bromley Plate 11 
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15 MacArthur Street Photos 2008, 2019 
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15 MacArthur Street Photos 2008, 2019 
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15 MacArthur Street Photos 2008, 2019 
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Platted land O Roberts & Ireland 1884 Hopkins Atlas Plate 2
15 Arthur Street John M. Fitts Country Store (Dorchester, NH) 1890 City Directory
15 Arthur Street William A. Fraser Milkman 1892 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Charles R. Simpson Veterinarian 1894 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1894 City Directory

O Hattie A. Simpson 1895 Bromley Atlas Plate 11
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson, DVS Veterinarian, Hancock Square, Charlestown & 15 Arthur 1896 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian, Hancock Square, Charlestown & 15 Arthur 1898 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Ellsworth Pocknett Hostler 1900 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1900 City Directory

88/128 15 Arthur Street Ruth J. Simpson (mother) 70 Massachusetts 1900 US Census
88/128 15 Arthur Street O Charles R. Simpson (head) 40 Veterinary Surgeon Missouri 1900 US Census
88/128 15 Arthur Street Hattie A. Simpson (wife) 36 Massachusetts 1900 US Census

15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1901 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1902 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1903 City Directory

Charles R. Simpson Veterinarian 1905 City Directory owned 3 horses
15 Arthur Street Timothy Reardon Hostler 1905 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Timothy Reardon Hostler 1906 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1906 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Timothy Reardon Hostler 1907 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1907 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Timothy Reardon Hostler 1908 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1908 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Timothy Reardon Hostler 1909 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1909 City Directory

111/157 15 Arthur Street O Charles R. Simpson (head) 51 Veterinary Surgeon Missouri 1910 US Census
111/157 15 Arthur Street Hattie A. Simpson (wife) 46 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
111/158 15 Arthur Street Maud E. Wood (wife) 25 Massachusetts 1910 US Census
111/158 15 Arthur Street R Frank S. Wood (head) 23 Assistant Surgeon Massachusetts 1910 US Census

15 Arthur Street Chipman Sears Hostler 1911 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1911 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Chipman Sears Hostler 1912 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Charles R. Simpson Veterinarian 1912 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1912 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Erwin F. Schroeder Veterinarian 1913 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Charles R. Simpson Veterinarian 1913 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1913 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Erwin F. Schroeder Veterinarian 1914 City Directory
15 Arthur Street C. R. Simpson Veterinarian 1914 City Directory
15 Arthur Street O Erwin F. Schroeder 1914? Deed from Hattie A. Simpson et ux.
15 Arthur Street O Erwin F. Schroeder & Armeda C. Schroeder 1915 Deed 3999/301 from Erwin F. Schroeder
15 Arthur Street Erwin F. Schroeder Veterinarian 1916 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Erwin F. Schroeder Veterinarian 1917 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Bernard B. Schroeder Student 1917 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Erwin F. Schroeder Veterinarian 1918 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Bernard B. Schroeder Student 1918 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Erwin F. Schroeder Veterinarian 1919 City Directory
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15 Arthur Street O Lewis C. Tuttle & Jennie E. Tuttle 1919 Deed 4284/565 from Erwin F. Schroeder et ux
15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle Superintendent 1920 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Jennie Tuttle Wife of Lewis C. Tuttle 1920 City Directory

128/234 15 Arthur Street Charles Trescott (father in law) 67 Vermont 1920 US Census
128/234 15 Arthur Street O Lewis Tuttle (head) 36 Superintendent, Milk Company New Hampshire 1920 US Census
128/234 15 Arthur Street Mabel Cameron (boarder) 35 Nurse, General Practice Massachusetts 1920 US Census
128/234 15 Arthur Street Jennie Tuttle (wife) 34 New Hampshire 1920 US Census
128/234 15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle (son) 9 Massachusetts 1920 US Census
128/234 15 Arthur Street Mildred E. Tuttle (daughter) 6 Massachusetts 1920 US Census

15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle Superintendent 1925 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Jennie Tuttle Wife of Lewis C. Tuttle 1925 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle Superintendent 1927 City Directry
15 Arthur Street Jennie Tuttle Wife of Lewis C. Tuttle 1927 City Directry
15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle Jr. Student, Tufts 1929 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle Superintendent 1929 City Directory
15 Arthur Street Jennie Tuttle Wife of Lewis C. Tuttle 1929 City Directory

114/151 15 Arthur Street O Lewis C. Tuttle (head) 46 Superintedent, Milk Plant New Hampshire 1930 US Census
114/151 15 Arthur Street Jennie E. Tuttle (wife) 44 New Hampshire 1930 US Census
114/151 15 Arthur Street George Parker (boarder) 31 Auto Repair Mechanic Massachusetts 1930 US Census
114/151 15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle (son) 19 Massachusetts 1930 US Census
114/151 15 Arthur Street Mildred E. Tuttle (daughter) 16 Massachusetts 1930 US Census

93 15 Arthur Street O Lewis C. Tuttle (head) 56 Inspector, Milk Plant New Hampshire 1940 US Census
93 15 Arthur Street Jennie E. Tuttle (wife) 54 New Hampshire 1940 US Census
93 15 Arthur Street Lewis C. Tuttle (son) 29 Chemist, Soap Factory Massachusetts 1940 US Census

15 MacArthur Street O Beatrice M. Dyer 1941 Deed 6546/204-205 Tuttle

15 MacArthur Street Dyer 1955-1-205 Building Permit
Install doorway in existing bldg & use 
for storage

15 MacArthur Street Dyer 1956-1-81 Building Permit Install 10' sash.
15 MacArthur Street O Beatrice M. Dyer for life, then Patricia E. Kass, Margaret A. Dyer, Marie A. Poldian, Catherine M. Hill, William H1988 Deed 19378/142 Beatrice M. Dyer

15 MacArthur Street
O

Joseph Mahan & Mary S. Mahan 1991 Deed 21031/218

from Patricia E. Kass, Margaret A. 
Dyer, Marie A. Poldian, & Catherine 
M. Hill

15 MacArthur Street O Joseph Mahan & Mary S. Mahan 2004 Deed 41858/73 from Beatrice M. Dyer
15 MacArthur Street O Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas 2006 Deed 49065/575 from Joseph Mahan

15 MacArthur Street
O

Mario Sousa 2007 Deed 49633/156
from Deutsche Bank Trust Company 
Americas

15 MacArthur Street O 15 MacArthur Street, LLC 2019 Deed 72960/287 from Mario Sousa

2 9/11/2019
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DELICATE OPERATION SAVES LEG OF DOG HURT BY AUTO: PUPPY IS NOW ABLE ...
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Mar 20, 1935; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 15
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Angell Memorial Dedicates New Surgical Suite
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Mar 19, 1948; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 10
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Nominations Open for Outstanding 10 Young Men
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Dec 28, 1952; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. C48
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